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"THE RIVALS" 

a film by Kirk Wolfinger
Will open this year's Maine International Film Festival
At the Waterville Opera House on Friday, July 10th, 7:00 PM

THE RIVALS 

High School football in small towns all across America can bring a community together, and in some cases, pit one community against another. The Rivals is the story of two towns in Maine, a struggling mill town in the North and an affluent suburb along the southern coast... a story about the pride of place, the passion of tradition and the careful balance... between success and respect. 

THE FILMMAKER

KIRK WOLFINGER has been a filmmaker for 25 years. He has won two Emmys and a Peabody Award in addition to the American Film Festival Blue Ribbon and the Independent Documentary Association award. He has filmed around the world creating, directing and producing expedition specials for PBS, TBS, THC and National Geographic. Recently he executive produced Discovery Channel’s “Angels vs. Demons: Fact or Fiction?” Currently he is executive producing “Dirty Bomb” and “Living on the Moon” for National Geographic and “Underwater Universe” for History, where he also executive produced the popular series, “Deep Sea Detectives.” His films “Titanic’s Final Moments: Missing Pieces” and “Titanic’s Doomed Sister” are the basis for a soon -to-be-released book. This Kirk’s current feature documentary film “The Rivals” will have its television world premiere on the Smithsonian Channel.

Kirk is proud of this film and the talented production team who helped him make it. As he puts it, “It's not just a film about Maine, it’s a film entirely by people who currently live in the State. Every cameraman, soundman, and PA who worked the shoots is from Maine. The editing team is comprised of Mainers. All the musicians, with the exception of two songs are from Maine. Even the sound design and mixing was done by 'The Studio' in Portland. As proud as I am of the film... the fact that we did it entirely in Maine is really something I'm thrilled about.”

The story of “The Rivals” centers on the Mountain Valley Falcons, the long time football powerhouse led by coaching legend Jim Aylward and the fiery Aaron Filieo of Cape Elizabeth who in five short years fueled his team’s meteoric rise to the state championships.
In the last 20 years Jim Aylward has led his team to 6 conference championships and 2 state championships. He is passionate, driven to win and intent on his ‘kids’ leaving the field prepared for a life that in most cases, will be one of mostly hard knocks in a Mill town with a glorious past and an uncertain economic future. 

For Aaron Filieo and his “Cape kids” the future is bright and the new astro-turf is always green. But for them, football is one of many distractions in a well-funded school known more for its academic excellence. And the truth is Filieo lacks Aylward’s years and football wisdom. But like his players he is focused and smart. The question is will he inspire enough passion for the sport to strip this mill town of the only pride it has left?

In a story that explores much more than just a game we find it does take a village to raise a child and the lessons these two rival towns impart about winning and losing will shape a lifetime. 

An all American story where football is everything and losing is not an option….
Directed By KIRK WOLFINGER

Producers: DANIEL SITES, RUSHMORE DENOOYER, KIRK WOLFINGER

Editors: RYAN SHEPHEARD, JED RAUSCHER

Writers: RUSHMORE DENOOYER, KIRK WOLFINGER

Director of Photography: JOSEPH BRUNETTE

Sound Recordists: PETE NENORTAS, DANIEL SITES, TOM EICHLER

Music: RUSHMORE DENOOYER & MALCOLM BROOKS

Additional Music: LOVERLESS, STATION85, LOST ON LIFTOFF, ROTORS TO RUST, CHARJON, JIM DOHERTY, PINSKY, HUAK, LANCE VARDIS, EVAN CASAS, SIDECAR RADIO, TYLER JACKSON, PETE MORSE, ROB NEARY, ROBERT MCAULIFF III, ERIC SANDERS, JUDY McMAHON (*Note: the two individuals NOT from Maine are Rob Neary and Mother West)
